
 

 

BICYCLE RULES IN 
QUEENSLAND 

NQ Legal 

INNOVATIVE LEGAL SOLUTIONS 

Local Government, Property, 
Planning, & Environmental Law 

a Suite 1, 559 Flinders Street 
 PO Box 1906 
 Townsville Q 4810 

p 4721 0488 
f 4721 0588 
e stuart@nqlegal.com.au 
w www.nqlegal.com.au 

 

Daisy, Daisy, 

Give me your answer - do! 

I'm half crazy, 

All for the love of you! 

It won't be a stylish marriage, 

I can't afford a carriage 

But you'll look sweet upon the seat 

Of a bicycle built for two. 

Current Legislation 

Transport Operations (Road Use Management-Road Rules) Regulation 2009 (Qld) 

Cyclist Rights 

Section 15: a vehicle includes a bicycle.  

Bikes being considered a vehicle in the State of Queensland give their riders the same rights 

and responsibilities held by other vehicle operators.  

Helmets 

Section 245: the rider of a bicycle must sit astride the seat facing forward and must ride with 

at least 1 hand on the handlebars. 

Use of Bicycle  

Section 246: the rider of a bicycle must not carry more than the bicycle is designed to carry.  

Section 247: the rider of a bicycle must drive in the bicycle lane unless impracticable.  

Section 249: the rider of a bicycle must not ride on a footpath designed for pedestrians.  

Helmets & Equipment 

Section 256: the rider of a bicycle must wear an approved bicycle helmet securely fitted and 

fastened on the rider’s head. 



 

Section 258: a person must not ride a bike that does not have at least one working brake 

and a bell, horn or similar warning device.  

Section 259: the rider of a bicycle must not ride at night unless they display a flashing white 

light.  

News for Bicycle Rules in Queensland 

In March 2013 a man fought his $100 fine, for not wearing a bicycle helmet, in the Brisbane 

Magistrates Court based on religious grounds.  

Jasdeep Atwal, of the Sikh faith, wears turban as part of his religious belief. It was 

impractical to wear a helmet over the turban and because of this Atwal was fined. While he 

was still found guilty for not wearing the helmet as the current Transport Operations (Road 

Use Management-Road Rules) Regulation 2009 (Qld) outlines that the rider of a bicycle 

must wear a helmet no penalty was imposed by the Magistrate based on the impracticality 

of the law for the observers of such faith.  

This has called for a change to police policy and procedure in handling similar situations and 

also prompted a change to Queensland Laws. 

The Minister for Transport and Main Roads, The Honourable Scott Emerson, has release a 

media statement on 23 April 2013 that the Queensland Government plans on amending 

bicycle laws to provide an exception to the requirement to wear helmets for those who 

cannot wear them based on religious beliefs or impracticalities.  

The Minister outlined that this is applying a “common sense approach…so that anyone 

wearing religious headdresses can ride a bike in Queensland”. 

The danger to the new laws is in the safety of bike users. The use of helmets has shown a 69 

per cent reduction to the likelihood of brain injuries.  

The bicycle rider hoping to take advantage of such changes to the law must be able to show 

that the reason they do not wear a helmet is based on a standing religious belief. 
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